
 

 

Nature in Focus Photography Competition 2027 

Terms & Conditions 

1. Eligibility 

 Entry is open to amateur and professional photographers of all ages. 

 Junior entrants must be under 16 years of age on the competition closing date. 

 Employees and committee members of the Denmark Environment Centre (DEC) 
may enter but are not eligible to judge the competition. 

2. Entry 

 Entry is free. 

 A maximum of five (5) images may be submitted per entrant. 

 Each image may only be entered into one category. 

 Entries must be submitted via the oƯicial entry form before the advertised 
closing date. 

 Late entries will not be accepted. 

3. Eligible Images 

Images must: 

 be the original work of the entrant. 

 have been photographed by the entrant. 

 have been taken within the Shire of Denmark. 

 accurately represent the scene photographed. 

 be submitted as a high-quality JPEG (.jpg or .jpeg). 

 be submitted as the original full-resolution image and not resized prior to upload. 

 meet the minimum image requirements outlined on the entry form. 

4. Ethical Photography 

The Denmark Environment Centre encourages photography that reflects care and 
respect for the natural environment. 

Entrants are asked to: 



 

 Observe wildlife from a respectful distance and avoid 
disturbing natural behaviours. 

 Take care not to damage plants, fungi, nests or other sensitive habitats. 

 Respect private property, cultural heritage and access restrictions. 

 Obtain permission when photographing identifiable people where appropriate. 

 Prioritise the safety and wellbeing of people, wildlife and the environment over 
capturing a photograph. 

We trust our community to photograph responsibly. However, the judges reserve the 
right to deem an entry ineligible if it appears to have been obtained through practices 
that caused unnecessary harm or disturbance to people, wildlife or the environment. 

5. Image Editing 

The following adjustments are permitted: 

 Exposure and brightness 

 Contrast 

 White balance and colour correction 

 Saturation 

 Cropping 

 Sharpening 

 Noise reduction 

 Minor dust spot removal 

The following are not permitted: 

 AI-generated or AI-altered images. 

 Addition, removal or replacement of people, animals or objects. 

 Composite images made from multiple photographs. 

 Generative Fill or similar AI editing tools that alter image content. 

6. Copyright & Image Use 

Copyright remains with the photographer. 

By entering the competition, entrants grant the Denmark Environment Centre a non-
exclusive, royalty-free licence to reproduce shortlisted and winning images for the 
purposes of: 



 

 administering and promoting the competition 

 the Nature in Focus exhibition 

 the DEC Nature Calendar 

 DEC publications, newsletters and annual reports 

 DEC website and social media 

 media releases 

 promotion of future photography competitions 

 educational and promotional purposes associated with the Denmark 
Environment Centre. 

Photographers will be credited wherever reasonably practicable. 

Images will not be sold or licensed to third parties without the photographer's 
permission. 

7. Exhibition & Calendar 

 Shortlisted images may be printed and exhibited by DEC. 

 Winning images may be reproduced in the DEC Nature Calendar. 

 Finalists may be requested to provide the original high-resolution image suitable 
for professional printing. 

 Inclusion in the calendar or exhibition does not transfer copyright ownership. 

8. People, Property & Permissions 

Entrants are responsible for ensuring: 

 any identifiable people photographed have given permission for their image to be 
entered and exhibited. 

 parent or guardian permission has been obtained where identifiable children are 
photographed. 

 photographs taken on private property have been taken with the landowner's 
permission where required. 

 cultural protocols have been respected when photographing culturally 
significant places or events. 

 

 



 

9. Judging 

Entries will be judged on: 

 Artistic merit 

 Creativity and originality 

 Technical quality 

 Relevance to the category 

 Connection to nature and sense of place 

 Overall impact 

The judges' decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

10. People's Choice Award 

Visitors to the exhibition may vote for a People's Choice Award. The image receiving the 
highest number of votes will receive the People's Choice Award. 

11. Disqualification 

DEC reserves the right to disqualify any entry that: 

 does not comply with these Terms and Conditions. 

 contains false or misleading information. 

 infringes another person's copyright. 

 has been manipulated beyond the permitted editing guidelines. 

 is considered oƯensive, inappropriate or inconsistent with the values of the 
competition. 

12. Liability 

DEC accepts no responsibility for: 

 lost, delayed, corrupted or incomplete digital submissions. 

 technical issues aƯecting entry uploads. 

 any loss or damage arising from participation in the competition. 

Entrants remain responsible for ensuring they have the necessary permissions relating 
to their submitted photographs. 

 

 



 

13. Privacy 

Personal information collected through the competition will only be used to administer 
the competition, contact entrants and announce winners. 

Entrants who choose to subscribe to DEC communications may also receive 
information about future events, exhibitions and competitions. 

14. Acceptance of Terms 

Submission of an entry constitutes acceptance of these Terms and Conditions. 

The Denmark Environment Centre reserves the right to amend these Terms and 
Conditions where necessary. Any amendments will be published on the oƯicial 
competition webpage. 

 


