
Migratory Shorebirds
TEACHER BACKGROUND
Migratory shorebirds are incredible global travelers. They travel from Siberia to the shores of Wilson Inlet 
via the East Asian-Australasian flyway, some without stopping. They are here in the Noongar season of 
Birak and Bunuru. 

The numbers of these birds are declining rapidly. Denmark Bird Group have protected their habitat and 
feeding resources by securing a sanctuary at Prawn Rock Channel. 

Studying migratory shorebirds is a gateway to understanding local and global connections, migration, 
animal adaptations, world geography and environmental protection. Numeracy and literacy can also be 
integrated into learning.

SEASON
Beruc / Birak (December- January) and Meertilluc / Bunuru (February to March)

CURRICULUM LINKS
Geography: Places and our connections to them

Experience the distance and location of familiar places (VCGGK007)

Experience personal places and their features represented on large-scale maps and models (VCGGK008)

Experience their connection to a place in Australia and across the world (VCGGK009)

Experience and react to the sensory elements of a places (VCGGK012)

Experience the purpose of or the special event/s of a space (VCGGK013)

React to features and activities of a familiar place (VCGGK014)

Experience and react to a place and its features (VCGGC001)

Science

Living things are part of the world around us (ACSSU002a)
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LESSON RESOURCES

DEC Six Seasons Film - Bunuru- Morley Beach

‘Circle’ by Jeannie Baker ISBN 897-1-4063-3801-0

‘A Shorebird Flying Adventure’ by Jackie Kerin and Milly Formby ISBN 978-1-4863-1449-2

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES and BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Birdlife Australia:	

- Migratory Shorebirds - BirdLife Australia

- Migratory Shorebird Education Kit - BirdLife Australia

- Shorebird ID sheets - Press Quality (full size)_3 (birdlife.org.au)

Birdlife International:

- EAST ASIAN-AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY - BirdLife International

Milly Thormby:

- Wing Threads | A Shorebird Flying Adventure

Other:

- East Asian Australasian flyway map - The Flyway

- Early Bird – Connecting children to birds

SUGGESTED EXCURSION

Prawn Rock Channel Bird Sanctuary with the Denmark Bird Group (if possible)

Denmark Bird Group Inc: Home - Denmark Bird Group  contact - enquiries@denmarkbirdgroup.org

NOONGAR LANGUAGE

Nullaki 	 Wilson Inlet

Marjit		  Wilson Inlet or water snake

Djirda Mia	 Bird home
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oino8jmCu_s
https://birdlife.org.au/programs/migratory-shorebirds/
https://birdlife.org.au/migratory-shorebird-education-kit/
https://archive.birdlife.org.au/documents/2022-04-20_SB-ID_Sheets_New.pdf
https://www.birdlife.org/news/flymap/east-asian-australasian-flyway/
https://wingthreads.com
https://eaaflyway.net/the-flyway/
https://www.early-bird.in
https://www.denmarkbirdgroup.org/
mailto:enquiries%40denmarkbirdgroup.org%20?subject=


LESSON ONE - Year level 3-6

Lesson Objective: To learn about local and global geography through the study of migratory shorebirds using 
the East Asian -Australasian flyway.

Activity 1: Introduction and discussion about migration 

What is migration? “Seasonal movement of animals from one region to another”

Do you know any animals that migrate?

Do any migratory animals come to Denmark?   Whales, salmon, shorebirds

Why do they come here?   Food, breeding

Activity 2:  Respond to Information in 6 Seasons Film 

DEC Film Bunuru - Morley Beach

- Inform students that they will be required to do a quiz after the film.

- Watch the second half of the Bunuru Morley Beach Six Seasons film from 4.35min onwards

- Get children to take notes. 

- Put quiz questions up on the board.

- Get children to answer questions in small groups. Repeat film if necessary.

Activity 3: Art Activity 

Using the Birdlife Shorebird Identification sheets get the children to draw an accurate drawing of a shore 
bird of their choice. These can be displayed in the classroom.

Shorebird ID sheets - Press Quality (full size)_3 (birdlife.org.au)

Reflection

Share drawings and learning outcomes for the lesson
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SHOREBIRD QUIZ (based on Bunuru – Morley Beach Film)

Questions

1.	 Where abouts on Wilson Inlet do migratory 
shorebirds come to?

2.	 Where do they travel from?

3.	 Why do they come here?

4.	 What do they eat?

5.	 How far do they fly in a year?

6.	 Which bird stands out as the most amazing 
flyer?

7.	 How long did this bird fly without stopping?

8.	 Where do the birds stop on the way from 
Siberia to Australia?

9.	 Why are the mudflats where they feed being 
destroyed?

10.	 Which resident shorebirds live on Wilson 
Inlet?

11.	 Where will you see them?

12.	 How do their eggs get crushed?

13.	 Which animals are predated on by cats and 
foxes?

14.	 What is the difference between a resident 
and migratory shore bird?

Answers

1.	 Morley Beach and Prawn Rock Channel

2.	 Siberia 

3.	 To feed

4.	 Crustaceans and invertebrates in the mud

5.	 25,000km

6.	 Bar Tail Godwit

7.	 9 days

8.	 Yellow Sea, China

9.	 Land reclamation

10.	  Red-capped plover

11.	 On surf beaches, rocks and in the samphire

12.	 By 4WDs, dogs and humans 

13.	 Hooded plovers. All shorebirds and many 
waterbirds.

14.	 Resident shore birds live here. Migratory 
shore birds visit here from elsewhere.
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LESSON TWO - Years 3-6

Lesson Objective: Shorebirds come to Wilson Inlet to feed. Their beaks are adapted to different food sources. 
If their feeding is disturbed, they cannot gain sufficient weight to make the journey back. We can provide the 
birds with protection and make a difference to their survival rates.

Activity 1: Reflection and expansion on learning from lesson 2

Recall and recount learnings from Six Season film with the class. If needed replay the film.

- What threats are posed to both migratory and shorebirds visiting Wilson Inlet?

Resident shorebirds breed here. Their eggs can be crushed.

Migratory shorebirds feed here. They need to gain enough weight to fly back to Siberia.

Threats: 4WD, cats, foxes, dogs, eggs being crushed.

Activity 2: Milly Formby is raising awareness about shorebirds

Read “A Shorebird Flying Adventure” by Milly Formby and Jackie Kerin

- Discuss the threats that might face migratory shorebirds both globally and locally

- Discuss ways in which we can raise awareness about environmental issues

Activity 3: Design an informative text

Design a poster to raise awareness about the threats to shorebirds
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LESSON THREE - Years 3-6

Lesson Objective: The bar-tailed godwit makes the longest unbroken migratory journey of any animal in the 
world. Using this journey, we can learn about global travel, distances and adaptations for survival.

Activity 1: The Bar Tail Godwit

Read “Circle” by Jeannie Baker (ISBN 897-1-4063-3801-0)

- Find Siberia, Japan, the Yellow Sea and Australia on the globe

- Discuss what this bird would need for such a long journey and how it would find its way.  

Activity 2: Plan a journey

If you were a human taking the same journey as the bar tail godwit think about how you would do this and 
what you would need. I wonder how much it would cost?

Include:

- Plan of a route- draw a map

- List of what you would take

- Method of travel- would you fly, take a boat or even go by bike!

- Distances covered

- Would you stop-over anywhere? Why?

- Think about what you would like to see on the way.

Don’t forget to pack your binoculars and bird book!

Reflection: Share your journey with other students
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