
CARING FOR WATER
TEACHER BACKGROUND
The Noongar season of Makuru / Mawkur is a time of abundant water. Noongar people cared for water-
ways, which were followed when walking across Country on “biddi”, traditional walking trails. This was done 
because rich resources were associated with waterways such as rivers and lakes. Before approaching water 
Noongar people would call out to the Spirits to alert them of their presence and to seek permission to be 
there. They would wait and listen to Country for a response. Water was highly respected.

We can learn from this and take time to listen to Country by sitting quietly in the bush. This is the best way 
to learn about nature. Our waterways are precious and sensitive and require custodianship and care so that 
they stay healthy.

Gnamma are man-made water holes which can be found on granites and in trees known as “boorn-gnamma”. 
These are often found along “biddi” traditional walking trails. It is possible that some were made thousands 
of years ago when the climate was cooler and drier. When making these water holes people were thinking 
about the future generations. Noongar people clean out these gnamma to keep the water clean. This cultural 
practice continues today.

NOONGAR SEASON
Makuru / Mawkur (June – July)

CURRICULUM LINKS
The ways in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples maintain connections to their Country/Place 
(ACHASSK049)

The spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of landscapes and landforms for people, including Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACHGK049

Geography

Places and our connections to them

Experience and react to the sensory elements of a places (VCGGK012)

Experience the purpose of or the special event/s of a space (VCGGK013)	

React to features and activities of a familiar place (VCGGK014)

Experience and react to a place and its features (VCGGC001)

Experience local area dreaming stories and country/places (VCGGK010)
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https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/codes/humanities-and-social-sciences/ablewa-stage-a/vcggc001
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/humanities-overview/glossary/local
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/teaching/codes/humanities-and-social-sciences/ablewa-stage-a/vcggk010


Place, space and interconnection

Experience and react to a place and its features (VCGGC001)

React to familiar places and activities (VCGGC002)

Experience places that are important for specific people and related activities (VCGGC003)

History

Community histories

Experience significant places and sites (VCHHK011)

Exposure to the cultural or spiritual importance of significant places and sites (VCHHK012)

Experience weather and seasons (VCGGK011)

Personal histories

Similarities and differences within their daily life (VCHHK009)

Continuity and change

Explore objects from the past and present (VCHHC004)

Historical significance

Experience narratives about a person or the past (VCHHC005)

Science

Living things are part of the world around us (ACSSU002a)

LESSON RESOURCES 

-	 Makuru - Styx River - Six Seasons Field Trips (youtube.com) 

-	 Walk with the Waugal videos (watercorporation.com.au)

-	 Mark of the Wagarl (youtube.com) by Lorna Little

-	 Lesson plan for book 9781921248412.pdf (pegiwilliams.com.au)
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

-	 Kaartdijin Noongar (noongarculture.org.au)

-	 Life on granite outcrops in south-western Australia | Heartland Journeys

-	 Mokare-walk-trail-brochure (denmark.wa.gov.au)

-	 Gnamma Holes | Western Australian Museum

-	 Granite rocks are unique wetlands | Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management Inc (wheat-

beltnrm.org.au

NOONGAR LANGUAGE (LOTE)
Bilya			   river

Kwoorabup		  Denmark River

Nullaki 		  Wilson Inlet

Marjit	 		  Wilson Inlet or water snake

Gnamma		  Waterhole

Boorn gnamma	 water-holding tree

Boorn			   tree

Biddi			   traditional walking trail

Kep			   water

Wagual/ wagarl	 Creation ancestor 

Kaal			   fire

Djinda			   stars

Marmoong		  whale

Wilken			  rainbow
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https://www.noongarculture.org.au/spirituality/
https://heartlandjourneys.com.au/about-us/ancient-wonderland/life-on-granite-outcrops/
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11300/mokare-walk-trail-brochure
https://museum.wa.gov.au/explore/wa-goldfields/water-arid-land/gnamma-holes
https://www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au/whats-happening/news/aboriginal-nrm/granite-rocks-are-unique-wetlands
https://www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au/whats-happening/news/aboriginal-nrm/granite-rocks-are-unique-wetlands


LESSON ONE – Pre Primary - Year 6

Lesson Objective: To learn about the Noongar season of Makuru and the importance of waterways and 
gnamma / waterholes for Noongar people

Activity 1: Introduction and discussion 

Watch the DEC film: Makuru - Styx River - Six Seasons Field Trips (youtube.com)

Makuru / Mawkur (June - July) is the Noongar season which is equivalent to winter. 

What happens in nature during Makuru/ Mawkur? What are people doing?

Think about information in the film but also what children observe or relate to in this season. See 

examples below:

- Time of rest and cold and dark.

- Time to study birds and marine life.

- Ants are building up their nests.

- Whales visit our coast

- Soccer season

- Stars 

- Sitting by the fire

- Winter solstice

Why does Aunty Carol call out to the Spirits?  To seek permission to go to the water.

Why did the Noongar people make gnamma? To provide water on walking trails.

Why should we stop and listen to the land?

- We can determine if it is ok for us to be in a given place.

- We can learn about the animals that live there.

- It makes us feel calm and connected.

			 

Activity 2: The Importance of Water - Drama activity

- Divide class into small groups

- Get each group to prepare a short drama piece on how they use water.

- Enact out to whole class

Activity 3: Draw and label a Mawkur / Makuru artwork and try to include some Noongar language. 
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LESSON TWO – Years 2 - 6
Lesson Objective: To develop an understanding of traditional beliefs about how water ways were created. To 
understand how to care for water and why it is important. 

To map out local waterways and learn the Noongar names for these places.

Activity 1: Watch the Watercorp ‘Walk with the Waugal’ video 

Important note: The language used in this video is Perth Whadjuk dialect which is different to the local 
Menang dialect. Locally the creation water snake is known as the Marjit.

- Walk with the Waugal videos (watercorporation.com.au)

- Comprehension sheet (for older students)	HeroWaugal---WIAC.pdf (watercorporation.com.au)

What does this tell us about how the land, waterways, plants and animals were created?

Why are creation stories important in Noongar culture?

What lessons can we learn about swimming or drinking water where the Waugal may be present?

Activity 2: Art Activity - Waterways of Denmark/ Kwoorabup

Name some of the waterways (rivers and inlets) around Denmark

Independently map these out on the board or in a book thinking about how they connect to each other 
and the ocean

Look at the DEC Dual Naming map

Create an artwork of these waterways from an aerial perspective similar to Aboriginal art of Country.             
Include the Waugal in this artwork

Label your map with local place names

Activity 3: A different Wagarl creation story

Read “The Mark of the Wagarl” by Lorna Little or watch the you tube video Mark of the Wagarl (youtube.
com)

What similarities and differences do you notice between the messages in the “Walking with the Waugal” 
you-tube clip and the book?
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