THREATENED SPECIES - BLACK COCKATOOS
TEACHER BACKGROUND

There are 3 species of Black Cockatoos in the South West; Carnaby’s, Baudin’s and The Forest
Red-tailed Cockatoo. These iconic birds are totemic animals for Noongar people and can be seen
as the “gardeners of the forest” as they help maintain tree health.

Black Cockatoo populations have seriously declined, and all 3 species are now listed as threatened.
Threatening processes include habitat loss, vehicle strike, inappropriate fire regimes and illegal
shooting and poaching. Cockatoos nest in tree hollows, which only form in trees over 200 years old.
They compete with feral bees, Galahs and Corellas for these hollows.

Raising awareness about the need for their protection is essential for their survival. Conservation
efforts include campaigning for habitat protection, breeding programs and installing artificial nesting
boxes. We can help by putting out water for the birds during the summer months.

Locally the Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee Inc. (WICC) has funding for a program named “Cock-
ies for Cockies” which this program aims to preserve remnant vegetation, revegetate with cockatoo
foraging flora and strategically place nesting boxes to provide critical habitat.

CURRICULUM LINKS

The ways in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples maintain connections to their Country/Place
(ACHASSK049)

The spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of landscapes and landforms for people, including Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACHGK049)

Geography: places and our connections to them

Experience their connection to a place in Australia and across the world (VCGGKO009)
Experience and react to a place and its features (VCGGC001)

Personal Histories

Similarities and differences within their daily life (VCHHKO009)

Historical Significance

Experience narratives about a person or the past (VCHHC005)

Science

Living things are part of the world around us (ACSSU002a)

The Denmark Environment Centre 6 Seasons Project has been funded by Lotterywest.
The Denmark Environment Centre owns all intellectual property and retains distribution rights.



LESSON RESOURCES
- DEC Six Seasons Film - Djeran YouTube 4K

- Listen to the audio calls of the three black cockatoos on:

- Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

- Red-tailed'Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

- Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

- Honkey nut identification sheet:

- Honkynuts (bushlandperth.org.au)

- Cockatoos Breeding Short Film

- Red-tailed Black Cockatoo ABC

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

- Cockies for Cockies - Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee (wicc.org.au)

- Black cockatoo identification and information brochure:

- SWBC-SouthwestBlackCockatoolD-stop-link-working.pdf (birdlife.org.au)

- Breeding and nesting time for Black-Cockatoos — National Trust

- Kaartdijin Noongar (hoongarculture.org.au)

- Australia’s five black cockatoos - Australian Geographic

- Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo | White Tailed Black Cockatoo - Kaarakin

- Information Sheet - Carnaby’s Cockatoo (museum.wa.gov.au)

- Landscope (DBCA) article: 080052-33.012.pdf (dbca.wa.gov.au)

The following walk trail brochures have information about traditional Noongar plant uses and names,
common bird species and local history:

- karri-walk-trail-brochure (denmark.wa.gov.au)

- mokare-walk-trail-brochure (denmark.wa.gov.au)

- mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure (denmark.wa.gov.au)

NOONGAR LANGUAGE

Karak Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
Ngoorlak Baudin’s Black Cockatoo
Weelar Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHWLjZPa0iM
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/baudins-black-cockatoo/
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/red-tailed-black-cockatoo/
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/carnabys-black-cockatoo/#
https://www.bushlandperth.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Chewed-Marri-nut-identification-2022.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=abc+balck+cockatoos+breeding+you+tube&qpvt=abc+balck+cockatoos+breeding+you+tube&view=riverview&mmscn=mtsc&mid=3A15BEE34A81DD2D77293A15BEE34A81DD2D7729&&aps=100&FORM=VMSOVR
https://www.wicc.org.au/cockies-for-cockies.html
https://afo.birdlife.org.au/documents/SWBC-SouthwestBlackCockatooID-stop-link-working.pdf
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/news/breeding-and-nesting-time-for-black-cockatoos/
https://www.noongarculture.org.au/spirituality/
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2019/03/australias-five-black-cockatoos/
https://blackcockatoorecovery.com/cockatoos-and-animals/black-cockatoos/carnabys-cockatoo/
https://museum.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Carnaby%27s%20Cockatoo%20-%20English%20-%20Info%20Sheet.pdf
https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/static/Journals/080052/080052-33.012.pdf
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11299/karri-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11300/mokare-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11301/mount-hallowell-walk-trail-brochure

LESSON ONE, - Pre Primary -Year ©

Lesson Objective: To learn to identify all 3 species of Black cockatoos from their calls. To locate trees
where cockatoos are feeding and identify the species from the chew marks on the nuts. To learn the
Noongar names for the birds.

Activity 1: Introduction to Black Cockatoos
Watch the first 2.20 min of the DEC Djeran film - Djeran YouTube

- There are 3 species of Black Cockatoos.

- The Noongar names are the same as their calls.

Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Karak
Baudin’s Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Ngoorlak
Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Wee-lar

Listen to the 3 calls of the different Cockatoo species.

- Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

- Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

- Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

Repeat the Noongar names after you have listened to the calls

On the Birdlife site you can also see what the birds look like.

Baudin’s and Carnaby’s have white tail feathers.

Have a good look at the birds’ beaks (bill).

Baudin’s

- Have a big bill. (Named after the explorer Baudin who had a big nose)!
- They can reach the seed inside of the honky nut without chewing it
Carnaby’s

- Have a short bill.

- Need to chew up the nut to reach the seed inside

The Denmark Environment Centre 6 Seasons Project has been funded by Lotterywest.
The Denmark Environment Centre owns all intellectual property and retains distribution rights.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHWLjZPa0iM
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/baudins-black-cockatoo/
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/red-tailed-black-cockatoo/
https://birdlife.org.au/bird-profiles/carnabys-black-cockatoo/

Activity 2: Nature walk and honky nut hunt.

The intention of the walk is to hunt for fallen marri nuts which have been chewed by Black Cockatoos and
parrots. It is best to choose a location where you know marri trees grow, if possible.

Take a container to collect nuts in.
- Share the intention with the students
- Hand out chewed marri nut identification sheets

Honkynuts (bushlandperth.org.au)

- Go for a nature walk with the class.

- See if you can find any chewed nuts, collect them to take back to school for sorting.

- Identify the tree from which the nuts have been chewed.

- Listen out for Black Cockatoos. Can you identify them from their call?

- See if you can find any Cockatoo feathers

Marri trees have rough bark, large honky nuts and often have red sap visible on the trunk.

Note: Red tailed Black Cockatoos on the South Coast chew nuts mainly from the bottom. This is not indicat-
ed on the sheet.

Activity 4: Reflection
What have we learnt about Black Cockatoos?

What did you enjoy on the nature walk?
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https://www.bushlandperth.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Chewed-Marri-nut-identification-2022.pdf

LESSON TWO - Pre Primary - Year 6

Lesson Objective: To learn about Black Cockatoo food sources and nesting requirements. To understand the

threats to these species and how we can help protect them.
Activity 1: Reflection on learning from the first lesson

Replay the calls from lesson 1 and try and identify the Cockatoo from its call, without seeing the picture.

Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Karak
Baudin’s Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Ngoorlak
Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo Noongar name: Wee-lar

Can you remember then Noongar names for the 3 species of Black Cockatoos?
What do Cockatoos eat? Marri nuts, Banksia cones, Jarrah nuts

Can you remember which white -tail cockatoo has a big bill? Baudin’s

Activity 2: Read the book “Carmichael’s Journey” by Shelley Fussell. *contains sensitive issues recom-
mended to read before.

What are the messages in this story?

What is happening to the habitat of the Carnaby’s Cockatoos?

Activity 3: Sort the nuts
Set up 4 labelled containers using both the common and Noongar names

Pictures below can printed out and placed with the containers.

Karak Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo

Ngoorlak Baudin’s Black Cockatoo

Weelar Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo

Parrots (Red-capped, Australian Ring neck) and Corellas

The Denmark Environment Centre 6 Seasons Project has been funded by Lotterywest.
The Denmark Environment Centre owns all intellectual property and retains distribution rights.



Look at chewed marri nut identification sheets with the class, pointing out the identifying features:
extent of damage, position of beak mark on the nut

Note: Red tailed Black Cockatoos on the South Coast chew nuts mainly from the bottom. This is not
indicated on the sheet.

Get children to sort the nuts into different containers using the sheet for reference.
An easy way to remember is to say:

“Baudins Big Beak chews the Bottom”

Activity 4: Reflection on learning

Black Cockatoos feed on marri nuts and nest in big trees which are older than 200 years old.

What can we do to help them?
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Photographs to accompany the labelled sorting boxes
Courtesy of John Andersson

Ngoorlak / Baudins
Weelar / Carnabys

Karak / Red-tailed

Australian Ring Neck Parrot
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