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Removal techniques: 
Young plants can be pulled out manually. Bigger 

plants need to be dug out carefully with a garden 

fork minimising soil disturbance. Ensure all root 

material is removed as plants will resprout from 

root fragments left in the soil. The optimum time 

for removal is when the soil is damp and ideally 

prior to flowering and seed set. Flower heads can 

be removed to prevent seed set. Monitor the site 

annually for several years for emergence of 

seedlings and resprouting plants. 

Warning: Use gloves – All parts of Arum lilies are 

toxic. May also be toxic to stock. 

 

 

 

Dispersal and spread: 
Reproduces primarily by seed and occasionally 

offsets. Spread by water, birds, foxes, stock, soil 

movement and garden refuse. Root fragments will 

resprout. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family: ARACEAE 
 

Weed description:  
Native to South Africa. Introduced as a garden plant    

and used in the cut flower trade. Rhizomatous 

perennial herb growing up to 1 metre with dark green 

shiny leaves. Leaves are large, heart or arrow-shaped, 

about 25 cm long on stalks. Flowers are large, white, 

funnel-shaped and 10 cm long with a small yellow 

cylindrical column of tiny male and female flowers 

inside. Flowers can appear at any time although 

major flowering is from August to November. Fruits 

Impacts:      are orange-yellow berries and look like sweet corn. 

Can form dense stands which can 

dominate and displace native 

vegetation, prevent regeneration 

of native plant species and reduce 

habitat for fauna. 

Additional information:  
Listed as a Declared Plant under the 

Agriculture and Related Resources 

Protection Act 1976 legally 

prohibiting the introduction and movement of the plant and requiring prevention of the 

spread of the plant from where it currently occurs. First flowering is 3 to 4 years. Generally 

survives fire. Seedbank persistence is short-term from days up to a year. 
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