Family: IRIDACEAE
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Ll AL L.« Weed description:
SR A BIEEE  \ative to Southern Africa. Introduced as a garden plant. Cormous perennial
¥ herb growing up to 2.5 metres with erect, bright green shiny leaves. Leaves
* are usually 1 metre, sword-shaped and arise from a basal tuft which are
i produced annually from a corm. The flowering spike is usually unbranched
! and up to 2 metres Flowers are trumpet-shaped, approximately 3 cm long
and can be white, orange, pink, red and all variations in between. Plants
# flower every 3 years from September to December. Some species produce
i seed pods and others produce both bulbils and seed pods. Watsonia
$4¢ meriana var. bulbilifera (Bulbil Watsonia) produces seed pods and clusters
of bulbils on each node up the flowering stalk.

Impacts: . .
Can form dense stands particularly along rivers, Dispersal and spread: _

creeklines, roadsides and drains which can dominate Reproduces from a large corm which
and displace native vegetation, prevent regeneration of ~ Produces offsets every 6 or 7 years, and

native plant species and reduce habitat for fauna. from bulbils and/or seed on stem.
Corms are renewed annually. Spread by
Removal techniques: water, soil movement, wind and garden

Young plants can be pulled out manually. Bigger
plants need to be dug out carefully with a garden
fork minimising soil disturbance by loosening soil
around the underground corms and carefully levering
them out of the ground with a pitchfork. Replace the
soil and leaf litter to prevent erosion. Ensure all corm
material is removed as plants will resprout from
corms left in the soil or on the flowering stalk. The
optimum time for removal is prior to flowering and
seed set. To prevent further spread, cut the flower or
seed heads off at base before they produce bulbils or
seeds. Monitor the site annually for emergence of
young and resprouting plants.
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Additional information:

Listed as a Pest Plant in the Shire of Denmark requiring control. First flowering is 2 to 3 years.
Fire. Seedbank persistence is medium term from 1 to 5 years. Watsonias can generally survive
fire and will flower and set seed prolifically following a summer fire.
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