Introduced as a garden plant and also -cultivated for

‘.,‘;_. o amedicinal purposes. Large perennial shrub from 1 to 4
™. 4 " metres high and wide. Leaves are dark green, 10 to 40 cm
¥ long and deeply divided with up to 7 pointed lobes. Flowers

& are five-petaled, trumpet-shaped, notched and deep purple-
blue with bright yellow stamens. Flowers are 3 to 5 cm

“Fruits are drooping, oval-shaped berries about 10 to 18 mm
&in diameter and are green ripening to orange-yellow. Fruits
occur in clusters of approximately 10. Stems are hairless.

Impact:

A weed of rivers, creeklines and
disturbed areas. It can dominate and
displace native vegetation, prevent
regeneration of native plant species
and reduce habitat for fauna.

Dispersal and spread:

Reproduces by seed and suckers. Roots forms
suckers and stems coppice especially when
damaged. Spread by water, birds, mammals,
stock, soil movement and garden refuse.

Removal techniques:

Young plants can be pulled out manually. Bigger
plants can be cut with a hand saw or chainsaw
and stumps painted with neat Glyphosate, ideally
before seed set. If this is not possible, then any
seed-bearing material should be removed from
the site. Monitor the site annually for several years
for emergence of seedlings and resprouting
plants.

Additional information:

First flowering from seed is when plants are 2 or more years old. Regenerates well from
seed after fire or soil disturbance. Seed has high germination rates. Seedbank persistence
is short term approximately 1.5 years. Unripe fruit is toxic.
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