Rubus species

Family: Rosaceae Photos: Melissa Howe

Weed description:
Native to Europe. European Blackberry, Rubus anglocandicans
(Common Blackberry) and Rubus ulmifolius (Small Leaf
Blackberry) are serious environmental weed species within WA.
They are perennial plants with arching, prickly stems with the
ability to root at the tips. The canes of the blackberry are usually
strongly angled with furrows. Thorns occur on stems and are broad
at their base, stout and curved like on roses. Their leaves are

» palmate having 3-5 leaflets, terminal leaflets 4-8 or 4-11cm long.
European Blackberry species have white or pink-tinged flowers with five petals and humerous stamens
appearing November to December or January to February. Fruits are red ripening to black and there can
be 100 fruits per tip. -

Impacts:

Blackberry can form dense thickets which dominate and displace
native vegetation, prevent regeneration of native plant species
and reduce habitat for fauna. This weed is particularly aggressive
in bushland near waterways and drainage lines.

Removal techniques:
Manual removal of Blackberry may only be practical for
small weed infestations. Initially, canes should be cut to

about 1-2 metre lengths with secateurs and piled on a tarp Dispersal and spread:

for ease of removal from the site. Fruits should not remain Fruits are eaten and spread by birds
on site. Once access can be gained to the root mass, a and foxes. Machinery and water can
garden fork can be used to dig out the roots. Regrowth also spread frurcs and plant material.

should be expected and may often be denser than the
original infestation. Annual follow up work will be essential
as Blackberry will regrow from root fragments and seeds
left in the soil.

Additional information:

Blackberry was introduced to Australia in the mid 1800s and now
infests about 8.8 million hectares of temperate Australia. There
are five species of Rubus species in Western Australia.
Landowners are legally required to control European Blackberries, ‘ ‘
Rubus anglocandicans and Rubus ulmifolius. The degree of control needed depends upon the
landowner’s location. In the South Coast area landowners are required to prevent Blackberry infestations
spreadlng beyond the existing boundaries of infestation (containment).
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