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Sweet Pittosporum – Pittosporum undulatum 
 

Family: PITTOSPORACEAE 
 

Description: Tall shrub or small tree up to 8m high and 6m 
wide. It has shiny bright green leaves about 6-15cm long 
which are paler beneath with wavy margins. Flowers are 
bell-shaped, cream to white coloured and sweetly scented. 
Flowers in spring. Clusters of fruit are globular, orange and 
fleshy and approximately 13mm in diameter. Seeds are 
brown. 
Native to wet forests and coastal areas from southern 
Victoria to southern Queensland. These trees thrive in moist 
environments and can be found in Denmark along the river 
banks and Wilson Inlet Foreshore. Dense thickets can form 
as the birds carry copious amounts of viable seed. The soil 
pH is changed by their leaf litter, to the detriment of local 
native plants. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dispersal: 
Attractive orange berries are dispersed by a range of fruit-eating native and exotic birds. A 
garden escapee. 
 

Removal techniques:  
Small trees and seedlings can be hand pulled. Cut stumps of bigger trees low to the ground 
with a hand saw or chain saw and paint immediately with Glyphosate to prevent resprouting. 
Remove tree from site if fruits are present. Seedlings may emerge from under removed trees 
so annual follow up will be necessary. 
 

Additional information: 
Sweet Pittosporum impacts the natural environment by shading, competition and ability to 
change soil nutrients. By invading native bushland it has removed fire-adapted species and 
changed fuel loads, although it is sensitive to fire. 
 


