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Japanese Honeysuckle  
Lonicera japonica 

 

Family: CAPRIFOLIACEAE 
  
Description: A perennial woody vine. Leaves are bright green to yellow and slightly hairy. 
Fast growing leaves can be oak-leaf shaped. Flowers first appear in late autumn and turn 
from white to yellow as they age. Fruits are black. Native to China and Japan.  
 

 Lonicera japonica smothering native bushland at Harper Street, Denmark 

Dispersal: This species is a garden escapee and 
has spread in bushland from dumped garden 
waste. Its fruits are eaten by birds which also 
spread the seeds. 

 

Removal techniques: Firstly, remove or cut the 
stems that are strangling native plants and 
remove them from the canopy if possible, 
particularly if seeds are present. Mature plants 
can be dug out by loosening the root mass and 
carefully pulling them out of the ground with a 

garden fork. Replace the soil and leaf litter to prevent erosion. Small plants can usually be 
hand pulled. Follow-up weeding will be necessary as Honeysuckle can regrow from root and 
stem fragments. Monitor the site for regrowth of weed seedlings and resprouting but let the 
site rest for several months or more to give native plants a chance to regenerate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


