
                 Created by Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 2012.  
            This project is supported by funding from the Western  

              Australian Government’s State NRM Program 2012. 

Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:    
Reproduces via seeds which are spread by 
wind, water, birds, ants, soil movement and 
garden refuse. Plants occasionally resprout. 
 

Removal techniques:Removal techniques:Removal techniques:Removal techniques: 
Seedlings can be pulled out manually. Bigger plants can 
be felled with a hand saw or chainsaw. Cut them as low to 
the ground as possible. Plants occasionally resprout from 
the base but should not resprout if chopped low. The best 
time of year for removal is July to October. Place cut 
material on a tarp and remove from the site to limit seed 
dispersal. Monitor the site annually for emergence of 
seedlings and remove as necessary. 
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Family: Family: Family: Family: MYRTACEAE    

Weed description:Weed description:Weed description:Weed description:     
Native to south-eastern Australia. Introduced 
from plantings for dune stabilisation, windbreaks 
and a garden escapee. Large shrub or tree, 
growing from 1.5 to 6 metres high with greyish 
green foliage. Leaves are 15-30 mm long and 4-
9 mm wide. Flowers are white with 5 petals and 
appear in April or July to October. Usually found 
growing in coastal areas, in white or grey sand or 
loam. Fruits are domed woody capsules. Seeds 
most of the year. 

Impacts:Impacts:Impacts:Impacts:    
Can form dense stands which dominate 
and displace native vegetation, prevent 
regeneration of native plant species and 
reduce habitat for fauna. 
 

Additional information:Additional information:Additional information:Additional information:  
Listed as a Pest Plant within the Shire of Denmark requiring 
control. Its roots produce allelopathic chemicals that reduce 
the growth of companion plants. First flowering takes about 4 
years. Seedbank persistence is short-lived from days up to 1 
year. Seeds release ‘en masse’ when plants are damaged or stressed, including herbicide 
application, mechanical damage or fire. Adult plants are killed by fire. 
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