WEEDS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

/ Lantana \

Lantana camara

Family: VERBENACEAE

Description:

Lantana is a woody perennial shrub 2-4 metres high. Leaves are bright green, 2-10 cm long and
1.5-8 cm wide, heart-shaped to ovate, oppositely arranged, prominently veined with toothed
margins and have a fragrant smell when crushed. Flowers form dense heads of up to 20-40
flowers at the end of a long stalk and may be a variety of colours including pink, white, cream,
orange, purple, red to yellow. Flowers are 4-8 mm in diameter and appear in autumn and
winter. Fruits are small (4-8 mm), round, initially green ripening to shiny purple-black. Lantana
has a short taproot and a mat of many shallow side roots. Lantana is native to warm areas of
North and South America. Introduced to Australia as an ornamental or hedge plant, Lantana has
the potential to spread into bushland and form very dense thickets choking native vegetation.

Dispersal:
A garden escapee. Birds and other

animals such as foxes consume and pass
the seed in their droppings, potentially
spreading it over quite large distances.
The germination rate of fresh seed is
generally low, but improves after being
digested. It also spreads by layering
(stems send roots into the soil) allowing i ® Bt
it to quickly form very dense stands and spread short dlstances

Removal techniques:

Small trees and seedlings can be hand pulled. Cut stumps of bigger trees low to the ground
with a hand saw. Root and stem pieces may regrow so disposal of cut material is required.
Lantana can resprout from the base and seedlings may emerge from under removed trees so
annual follow up will be necessary. Slashing and burning Lantana is ineffective as a sole
control method and may result in a larger infestation.

Additional information: There are two main forms of Lantana (Lantana camara) in Australia: a

cultivated form planted in gardens and a weedy variety found in bushland and pastures. The

cultivated form of Lantana is not thorny, produces few seeds and is compact in shape. It is a

problem in gardens because it can cross-pollinate with weedy varieties to create new, more

resilient forms. The weedy form is a prolific seeder with straggly, thorny stems. Mature plants

can produce up to 12,000 seeds every year. Seeds are thought to remain viable for several

years under natural conditions. Currently, Lantana has a limited distribution in the South Coast

Region but has the potential to become a serious bushland and agricultural weed. It is readily
spread by birds and can form very dense thickets choking native vegetation. Lantana can also

\increase fire hazard and may be toxic to stock. /
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