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Lake Jasper is the largest fresh water lake

in Western Australia with a surface area

of four square kilometres. It's located near
Pemberton in the D’Entrecasteaux National
Park and is a near pristine component of the
., Gingilup-Jasper Wetlands System which is

" made up of freshwater lakes, marshes and
shrub-swamps.

_ The area is rich with biodiversity. It is a

significant nesting ground for migratory
AR L . bird species that are listed with both the

. \n”‘ﬂ Ak ‘ , ' 3 Japan-Australia and China-Australia migra-
%,mﬁ "‘ . . tory bird agreements. Lake Jasper is also an
! “ | = area of cultural significance - it is Australia’s
'?t‘ i N “¥ only known underwater prehistoric Aboriginal
' site. Seven Aboriginal sites have been found
on the floor of Lake Jasper.

In 1996 an area of land near Lake Jasper

- was excised from D’Entrecasteaux National
- Park for a mineral sands mining lease. One

- of the conditions of the excision was that

if the mine could not go ahead for environ-

- mental or other reasons then the land would

Background: Aerial photograph of Lake Jasper be returned to the D'Entrecasteaux National

Photographed by Simon Neville.
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ACF and the Wilderness Society, who put

Around the time that the mining application
was seeking approval Basil Schur organised
a Great Walk, with Lake Jasper as the final
destination. It was on this Great Walk that
Geoff Evans and Andy Russell learned about
the proposal to mine Lake Jasper and saw
the proposed site that was just 300 metres
from the shoreline. This experience inspired
a movement that was to become a twenty-
five-year campaign to save Lake Jasper.

Geoff and Andy were the key drivers behind
the movement. They formed the DEntrecasteaux
Coalition, which rallied together over fifty
environmental organisations including the

their name to the cause and opposed the
mine. They started campaigning to Ministers
and media outlets in opposition to any
exploration or mining in the Lake Jasper
wetlands. Progress was slow at first, it took
time before they started having any lmpact
Geoff recalls that they did “start getting
responses from government but it was quite
dismissive. We weren’t being taken that
seriously.”
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