
Created by Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
             Funded by the Australian Government’s 
             Caring for our Country Community Action Grant 2009-2010 

   
 

Bleeding Heart Tree  
Homalanthus novo-guineensis 

  

Family: EUPHORBIACEAE 
 

Description: 
A fast growing tree or shrub up to 4 metres with green heart-shaped leaves. 
Some older leaves turn red. Fruits are small purple berries clustered on 
stalks. Flowers are green-yellow and appear in long terminal spikes. Flowers 
in spring. Fruits are clustered blue capsules. Native to the Kimberley and 
other tropical areas of Australia. This tree has escaped its garden situation 
invading wetlands and creeks. Infestations are spreading along road verges 
and into nearby reserves such as along the Inlet foreshore, Minsterley Road 
and Lights Road (near Ocean Beach Road). 

       Dispersal:  
Spread by water and birds. A garden escapee. 

 

Removal techniques: 
Small trees and seedlings can be hand pulled. Cut stumps of bigger trees 
low to the ground with a hand saw or chain saw and paint immediately 
with Glyphosate to prevent resprouting. Seedlings may emerge from under 
removed trees so annual follow up will be necessary. 

 


