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_zaround 270,000 visitations a year and

‘more people fishing and spear fishing in the
calm, protected waters of Greens Pool.

li;‘At this time the Greens Pool Working Group

as formed to work toward protecting the =

=immediate vicinity of Greens Pool from

‘ﬁs ing anq other activities. “A bunch of
- ;,j;ge e knocking around and then ..
' Nlcole H@H@son- lise Duxbury, myself
Py _,, Berme"W"Jng and maybe Simon Neville
.~ . 'was there, wg’were wanting to :
> together” The Friends of WiliamB

Park-made up a large number of

group membership. -
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But this wasn’t the first tlme that
members had banded togethe
stop fishing at Greens Pool. B
1Bob Gretton and Simon Ne
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.;:_:ful and unique beaches in WA. It's s’%ved % 4#
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the Fisheries Departm

ect that data, fish surveys ag&ieqrxo
by a quahﬁed ﬁsh surveyor Theyén @t@

of the Green$lPool Working
group wanted better enwronmental
for Greens Pool, but learned

And: theya so khew ey.ne
consult with key stakeholde,j,_ (o]
different community group:

After liaising, with different stakeholders,
~./the Greens Pool Working Group decided

advocate for the protection of Greens

),.-/Po}ﬂ‘On the grounds of safety. Increased

“tou rlsmnhﬁied to an increase in all
recreation tiviti ishi
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all getting méach other’s Way
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There WEG mstances where swimmers
had been tangled in fishing lin&s and
Qne sw1mmer had to remove hooks from
himself on multiple. occasnons At this

time therefh:éél b‘éena 3

waters rather than go out m,the open
there was more spear fishing happemng

at Greens Pool. Bermg Wong recounts
seemg “this guy who gets in in the shal-+
lows, spear gﬁ Iqaded and ready (...)
swimming out inamongst the mums and -
the kids.”

] f‘o se encounters it was deggi'i
ally had a case to say it {rustw




activities overlapping. By pushing the safety
issues it was not so much about stopping fishing,
but redirecting fishing to other areas. Because
other community groups had been involved
from the start they were on board. The Den-
mark Visitors Centre was instrumental in this ap-
proach, “it was their suggestions to not tackle
it head on but to redirect tourists to other
areas” for fishing.

The other aspect to the Working Groups
approach was to “promote Greens Pool as one
of the few windows into the Great Southern
Reef” The Great Southern Reef extends from
just north of Kalbarri right around to northern
New South Wales and it is estimated to be
about 10,000 kilometres of continuous reef,
one of the largest, longest reefs in the world.

It took about two and half years forthe Working
Group to get to this point of this two-pronged
approach. As a group of volunteers, sometimes
it can be difficult to keep the momentum up.

The Group made a presentation to the shire
about promoting Greens Pool as a snorkelling
trail and they were on board with the proposal.
But there’s a lot of government stakeholders
that need to be in agreement.

When the group framed their agenda as a
positive, a snorkelling trail which adds to

Greens Pool’s tourism it really increased their
momentum. The Group put this proposal to
the Department of Fisheries and from there
it went to the Minister. From this point on
everything happened very quickly. The Minister
decided to prohibit fishing at Greens Pool for
health and safety reasons. The Group were
elated, “we were dancing in the street when
we heard that”. Fisheries Minister Dave Kelly
came to Greens Pool in December 2018 to
announce that Greens Pool would be closed
to fishing and spear fishing to allow visitors
to safely enjoy the marine life.

The Greens Pool Working Group achieved
what they set out to do. Reflecting on that
success Bernie Wong thinks that flipping the
issue to emphasise the positives of Greens

Pool as a snorkel trail was key to that success.

“To promote it as a snorkel trail you have to
make it a safe snorkel trail and therefore you
have to prohibit fishing and spear fishing.”

Since Greens Pool has been promoted as a
snorkel trail there seems to be a lot more
people coming with snorkelling gear. And
there’s a noticeable dlfference in the; ; 3
and crayﬁsh populatlons .

Bernie Wor s part of a core group of
Greens Pool Iovmg locals who formed the
Greens Pool Working group in 2016 with
the aim of achieving better environmental
protection for Greens Pool.

Bernie has been in Denmark since 1990,
and jokes that he's “nearly a local”. The link
to Greens Pool started way back then when l’,
he would visit Greens Pool with his young

family. it ;

His relationship with Greens Pool has
changed over the long years. He became a "
member of the surf club and this gave him !
the courage and the swimming fitness to
leave the shallows and head out into the
deeper waters of Greens Pool. From 2006
he’s got into the ritual of going there most
days, including right through the winter.
Now he takes other brave locals on informal
~ swimming tours where they the swim from
dfish to Greens Pool swimming out into
> deep. !

train. He s interested in fostermg peoples :
connection to Greens Pool to prom@te 4 el
sense of stewardship. ;

Bernie has worked with UWA and the local
high school, teaching them about wate
safety and acting as a guide to show them
the marine wonders of the Greens Pool area
- “it always fun showing people the sites”.

Bernie was involved with the Greens Pool : g
Working Group for three years 2016-2018 ’
working to make positive safer change at
Greens Pool by lobbying to prohibitrecreational
fishing and spear fishing in the area. These
mutually incompatible activities impacted
the swimmers and snorkellers with a well-

Bernie Wong

“hooked” up twice in his back.

known local swimming legend, Steven Junk, GFGGDS POO’ WOrkiﬂg GFOUD

Left:Blue Groper at Greens Pool Photographed by Simon Neville
Right: Bernie Wong at Greens Pool Photographed by Holly Pepper =
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