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Family:Family:Family:Family:    FABACEAE    

Weed description:Weed description:Weed description:Weed description:  
Native to South Africa. Introduced as a garden plant. Extremely vigorous 
perennial climbing vine with twining stems that thicken with age. Reaches 
about 6 metres high and often forms a dense impenetrable mass on fences 
and plants. Flowers usually appear September to January. Flowers are 
stalked, pea-shaped and can be white, pink or purple occurring in clusters. 
Dolichos has a deep woody tap root. Its leaves are stalked comprising of 
three leaflets approximately 3 to 9 cm long and 1 to 7 cm wide. Fruits are 
narrow, sickle-shaped pea pods approximately 2 to 5 cm long with ovate 
black seeds up to 4.5 mm long. Pods generally appear in February to March 
but this may vary depending on flowering times. Seeds can lie in the soil for 
many years and still germinate when conditions are favourable. A bushland 
demonstration site in Denmark has ensured the Dolichos population within 
it has not been allowed to set seed for approximately 20 years and 
seedlings are still emerging each year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impacts:Impacts:Impacts:Impacts:    
Dolichos can smother and ultimately kill native vegetation, including tall trees, dominate and displace 
native vegetation, prevent regeneration of native plant species and reduce habitat for fauna. 
    

Additional infoAdditional infoAdditional infoAdditional information:rmation:rmation:rmation:     
Dolichos is also known as Dunny Creeper or Chookhouse Vine as it was frequently grown to hide these 
structures. Dolichos is listed as a Pest Plant within the Shire of Denmark requiring control. 

Dipogon lignosusDipogon lignosusDipogon lignosusDipogon lignosus    

Pest PlantPest PlantPest PlantPest Plant (Shire of Denmark) (Shire of Denmark) (Shire of Denmark) (Shire of Denmark)    

DOLICHOS PEADOLICHOS PEADOLICHOS PEADOLICHOS PEA    

Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:Dispersal and spread:    
Seed is flung from pods as they split. 
Insects may possibly also disperse the 
seeds. Seeds, rhizomes and root material 

will regrow. 

Removal techniqueRemoval techniqueRemoval techniqueRemoval techniques:s:s:s: 
Cut vine stems with secateurs, locate the roots and dig 
them out with a garden fork minimising soil disturbance. 
The tap root of mature plants may be thick and deep in 
the ground. If the vine is tangled in native vegetation it is 
best not to pull it down but cut the stems and let the 
plant/s die off to ensure native vegetation is not also 
ripped down or damaged. Remove Dolichos roots from 
the site as root fragments will regrow. The stems and 
leaves can be wound up and left in a pile to break down 
if no seeds are present. Ideally, removal should occur 
before seed set. Regrowth from root fragments and 
seeds should be expected and annual follow up work 
will be necessary. Seed stored in soil is substantially 
reduced by fire. Mature plants are also fire sensitive. If 
using this method, rapid follow up control is essential as 
the fire will stimulate seed germination. 
    


