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Left: Greenshank Photgraphed by John Anderson
Background: Aerial view of Prawn Rock Channel
Photgraphed by Simon Neville
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The Denmark Bird Goup has hzghlzghted the importance .
of education as a tool for change.
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Migratory shorebirds are among the most
endangered group of birds. Denmark’s Wilsan

3 InIet is home to twenty-three species of

Bratory shorebirds. Within Wilson Inlet
there are two sites that are of particular sig-
nificance as habitats for migratory shorebirds
-the Prawn Rock Channel precinct (‘the
Channel”) and Morley Beach. £

Migratory shorebirds undertake one of the
longest known migrations of any species,
travelling in excess of 12000km. Every year
these birds migrate from their breeding
grounds above the Arctic Circle in Slberla
and Alaska to the shores of Australia and
New Zealand. The remarkable annhal circuit
is called the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.
It's one of nine major flyways aroundthe :
world. = K" ;’ :
Critically endangered mlgratory birds thatt
can.be found.in the wetlands of the Wilson -

Inlet are the Bar-tailed GodW|t the Curtew -

Sandpiper and the Great Knot that fly from
Siberia each year. But the shorebird population
in the Wilson Inlet is in decline. The population
has declined by over 70% in the last two
decades due to rapid changes in climate and
loss of habitat. Their habitat is threatened.
Over almost their entire migration path the
birds have been squeezed into ever decreasing

areas.
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Denmark’

nd Jesz ?Flemmln started
e monthly surveys of Wilson'
let to monitor bird life. Qver time, this
lose monitoring has revealed that popular
*recreational activities (fishing, dog walking,
kayaking) at the Prawn Rock Channel precinct
- threatened and dlsturbed feeding and nesting
. birds.

. Unfortunately, the proposal was rejected
. by Council on the grounds that it would be
: unpopular and that there wasn’t sufficiently.

to gather more evidence to prove the need
for a formal bird sanctuary

¥ . .  So,the community mobrllsed At that fime
23 ., there were around fifteen members of
BirdLife Australia (Australia's premier bird
onservation organisation) in Denmark and
in 2016 they rallied together to form the
Denmark Bird Group.

The creation of the Denmark Bird Group

By has highlighted the importance of education
as a tool for change. The group started with
a small core group and has grown to over

. was still met with resistance from people

WES not approved in 2018.

, compelling ev1dence that the bird lifesin the ’,

~ Rock Channel by unanimous council vote.
_The bird sanctuary is notas bigas the Denr
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\/ilson Inlet is home
to twenty-th ree spemes of
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ndred members The group contlnues' !
~to do monthly surveys of key nestingiand
feedmg areas in the Wilson:nlet.

In 2018 the Denmark Bird Group made
another submission to Council for a sanctuarys
at Prawn Rock-Channel. This time they had

detailed data from 2009 to 2017 that clearly
showed a decline in the population of all

greater support from shire councillors but

who exercise their dogs in.the area and ultlmately 33

Since the 2018 submlssron was made. the
Denmark Bird Group has been Worklng to s
raise awareness in the community “so people

know what they have and appreciate itas
part of the bigger biodivérsity picture””

In 2022, eight years after the initial proposal, ‘@f
the shq,rg approved the Sanctuary at Prawn

Bird Group initially proposed but it is y
definite win for the proteg:ﬁOn of Denmark’
bird life. J 5

1t can?&frustrahng when progress is slow,
but the key members of the Denmark Bird
Group have been advocating for better
protection for birds for over ten years and in
that time, they have made changes that will
help to protect Denmark’s birdlife.
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== Brad Kneebone

Denmark Bird Group
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Brad Kneebone is a citizen scientist with a
drive to create better outcomes for birds.
He is committed to surveying and documenting
the changes in populations of shore birds

in Denmark and works tirelessly advocating
for the preservation of their habitat to protect
these endangered species of birds.

His passion for wetlands started as a child,
growing up in Perth near Herdsman Lake.
Time spent on the lake in a metal canoe and
the WA Gould League really sparked his
lifelong love of birds.

In the 1970’s Brad really started to get
involved with wetland conservation and
joined the Royal Australasian Ornithologists
Union, now BirdLife Australia. He retired

in his late fifties and moved to the Great
Southern with his wife. And it was then
that he was able to really focus his time
and energy on monitoring the bird life and
advocating for the preservation of wetlands.
Brad was initially living in Lowlands and an
active member of the Albany Bird Group

but developed a special interest in Wilson
Inlet. He had assumed there was already a
bird group in Denmark but, on moving closer
to the town he realised there wasn't. So, he
started the Denmark Bird Group with the initial
aim of improving knowledge of the Inlet’s
birdlife.

The Denmark Bird Group has steadily grown.
The group conducts weekly surveys. The initial
bird surveys demonstrated that the populations
were declining. Brad knew that data was

needed to advocate for change.

Brad is involved with a range of committees
that have formed over the years to make
recommendations around the annual opening
of Wilson Inlet to the ocean. He is always
looking to protect the habitat of shore
birds and push for better outcomes for our
environment.

Brad is a methodical activist. He has been
surveying shorebirds in the Wilson Inlet for
over a decade. This persistant work formed
the foundation to advocate for the protection
of this precious habitat that is home to over
seventy species of birds.

After birds, Brad doesn’t have much time for
anything else. He's dedicated much of his
time to raising awareness in the community
about the birdlife of Denmark and is committed
to preserving the habitat of these shorebirds
to ensure they have a place to rest and

feed after their 11,000km journey from the
Siberian Arctic.

The work of citizen scientists is vitally
important as it complements the professional
science required to sustain our biodiversity.
Without them, the world would be a lot
worse off.

“The work of citizen scientists is vitally
iImportant as it complements the
professional science required to

sustain our biodiversity. "

Left: Photgrahed by Jill Kneebone
Right: Red-necked Avocet Wilson Inlet Photographed by John Anderson
Top: Migratory Shorebirds in flight at Morley Beach. John Anderson
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