Asparaqgus Fern
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Family: Asparagaceae
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Weed description:

Native to South Africa. This species is a garden escapee. A
perennial climber which produces underground tubers and mats of
fibrous roots. It can climb to about 2 metres high on supporting
vegetation. The leaves are deep green and fern-like with 1-3 leaves
per axil. Stems are wiry, twisting, to 3 metres long. Flowers are
about 5 mm in diameter and white to pink in colour. Flowers appear
from winter to spring. Male and female flowers exist on separate
plants. The berries are approximately 5-7 mm in diameter, oval-
shaped and green ripening to orange-red when ripe, and usually
contain one seed. Fruits appear through spring and summer.

Impacts:

Grows up into plant canopies strangling native vegetation as well as forming dense mats of roots under
the ground which can dominate and displace native vegetation, prevent regeneration of native plant
species and reduce habitat for fauna. This weed is particularly aggressive in bushland near creek lines
and other water ways.

Dispersal and spread:
Reproduces primarily by seed
and occasionally rhizomes/
tubers. Spread by birds, water,
soil movement and garden
refuse. Foxes and rabbits may
also be potential dispersers of
seeds.

Removal techniques:

The best time of year for manual removal of Asparagus scandens
is autumn and winter, while soil is still moist and before fruit
forms. Firstly, remove or cut the stems that are strangling native
plants and remove them from the canopy, if possible, particularly
if seeds are present. Mature plants can be dug out by loosening
soil around the root mass and carefully levering them out of the
ground with a garden fork. Replace the soil and leaf litter to
prevent erosion. Small plants can usually be hand pulled. For
dense mat-like infestations, plants can be ‘crowned’ using a sharp
serrated knife. Cut a circle around the central base of the plant
into the soil and pull it out. Plants rarely regrow from the tubers
left. Follow-up weeding will be necessary. Monitor the site for
regrowth of weed seedlings but let the site rest for at least six
months or more to give native plants a chance to regenerate.

Additional information: WA
Asparagus scandens is considered a Weed of National Significance requiring action at a national level
due to the detrimental impacts it causes to Australia’s natural ecosystems and productive lands. It is
proving to be one of the worst invasive weeds currently growing in the Denmark area. Seedbank
persistence is medium term from 1 to 5 years. Asparagus scandens generally survives fire. Under
suitable conditions, this plant can grow actively throughout the year.
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