Family: AGAPANTHACEAE

! Weed description:

i1 Native to South Africa. Introduced as a garden
! plant. Rhizomatous perennial herb with a large
basal tuft of dark green shiny leaves. Leaves are
linear, strap-like and arching from 20-80cm long
and 2-6cm wide. Flowers are blue, purple or
white clustered in a large globular flower head
held on a stout shiny stalk to 1m high. Flowers
October to January. Numerous small seeds are
produced from the end of summer to autumn.

Dispersal:

Reproduces primarily by seed but also spreads gradually from underground rhizomes
forming dense large continually extending clumps. Seeds are spread by water, soil and
from dumped garden waste.

Removal techniques:

Dig plants out with a garden fork. Remove smaller
young plants as early as possible. Keep soil
disturbance to a minimum and ensure all root
material is removed and disposed of off site as
rhizomes can regrow. Cut flower heads to prevent

Impacts:

Invades bushland edges and
spreads rapidly along drainage
lines. Gradually spreads to dry
areas. Forms dense stands which
can dominate and displace native

seed set. Annual follow up weeding of seedlings and
shoots from rhizomes will be necessary. Manual
removal can be undertaken year round.

Warning: Use gloves - Agapanthus is toxic - the

ground cover vegetation, prevent
regeneration of native plant
species and reduce habitat for
fauna.

leaves, roots and sap are poisonous and irritant and
can cause mouth ulceration.

Additional information:

Agapanthus infestations can change fire regimes in natural areas since plants are likely to
be fire retardant, making heavily infested areas of bushland difficult to burn. It is one of
three subspecies: subsp. praecox, subsp. orientalis and subsp. minimus.
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