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Introduction

A In this talk we provide evidence of current breschle
prescribed burn outcomes.

A We are concerned that current practices are having
many adverse impacts on biodiversity across the Soupss
West Conservation Estate, and particularly within the jg&
Walpole Wilderness Area.

A There is cumulative damage occurring over much of o
our wilderness areas, including in our National Parks. S

A Some of the most damaging prescribed fires have
impacted vulnerable ecosystems includpeatlands
wetlands, granite outcrops, and habitats of threatenecsa
taxa including quokka, numbat, ringtail possum, sunse&E=s e
frog, Granite banksia, woylie and black cockatoos. Mt Roe Boorabunup
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effect on the unique ecology of the southwest and is failing
to protect our environment.

The policy:
A Conduct prescribed burning over at least 200,000

hectares per year and maintain the age of fuel loads to
less than 6 years, in at least 45% of the Forest

[__1 Walpole_wilderness
DBCA 3 Year Indicative Burn Program
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Management Plan landscape. - 2022/23
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At these scales, prescriptions and fire management regimes i
cannot account for the different ecosystems or landscapes
hence why fire sensitive species are suffering.
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Thingstto: think: about during this ltalk

A How do different bird groups fare during prescribed burns? The assumption is
that most fly away, but there are very little data or research to back this up.

A What about the conditions during the burn, like smoke, flame height, rate of
spread of fire?

A What about nestlings and newly fledged birds? Many burns are conducted in
spring.

A If birds do escape, or manage to find unburnt pockets within the fire, what
then? Other areas are likely populated.

A Is there sufficient food and shelter?

A What if they are injured, or in shock?

A What about increased risks of predation due to loss of cover?

A What about the pressure on threatened species?

A Are we pushing other species into this category?
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What do mostpeoplethink prescribed burns look like?

A Low intensity burns are what most people
envisage prescribed burns to look like.

Department of Biodiversity,
\]: ‘A Conservation and Attractions

GOVERNMENT OF
WERTERN AURTRALIA

A DPAW photos are typically of burns of forest
with light understoreyand never examples
of swamps or coastal heaths, or woodlands.

Parks and Wildlife Service
social links
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PRESCRIBED BURNING IS UNDERWAY

'

“We burn in patches so wildlife
can move through and ecological
communities are protected.”

Fire Operations Officer

Photos from:
Prescribed burning
Parks and Wildlife
Service
(dpaw.wa.gov.au)

Q== ;
Manjimup local paper

>~ Denmark
Environment
QY Centre inc



https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/fire/prescribed-burning
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/fire/prescribed-burning
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/fire/prescribed-burning
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/fire/prescribed-burning
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Denbarkemprescribed burn FRB72 Nov.2019
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Stoateblock prescribed burn DON33 April 2022

¢ west of Lake Muir. Escaped in

to peatland
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Peak Roe Crossing prescribed burn-B&KNovDec 2022

Why are we seeing these poor outcomes?
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